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I am happy to invite friends
new and old to read our
latest newsletter. In each
newsletter we will update
the friends of OVIS with
stories about our work, the
organisations and the
donors who support us and
we will keep you informed
of any upcoming events
and fundraisers. Enjoy
reading…
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Dear Friend of OVIS,

February 2023

Well, 2022 was a whirlwind, but we
are set now to work towards 

clearly  defined goals for 2023 and
beyond!

2023 is set to be another big year, and we
look forward to working with you all to
support all people to have a future free

from violence and abuse.



 

An event like The Acton|Belle Property Mandurah - C & R OVIS

Charity Golf day would not mean anything without the people,

both in attendance and supporting us, behind the scenes.  That's

you.  

Each of you have been an integral part of the success of the

event and on behalf of the team and our clients, we extend our

sincere gratitude.

As you can imagine it is not easy for a small charity like ours to

throw a fancy event.  We simply do not have that kind of budget.   

It is only because of our generous sponsors that we could host

such a special event, without diverting vital funds away from our

service delivery.  We're grateful to all the individuals and local

businesses who contributed.

Acton | Belle Property Mandurah is home to a powerhouse team

of sales consultants, auctioneers, property managers and rural

experts, ready to achieve exceptional outcomes for its loyal

customers because they are passionate about their local

community.

Led by long-term real estate veteran Graeme Baxter, the

dedicated and professional team are true local specialists with a

proven track record for achieving premium prices for sellers and

landlords across Mandurah, the Peel Region, the Serpentine

Foothill and everything in between.

The Acton |Belle Property
Mandurah - C & R

OVIS Charity Golf Day
 

Total amount raised  - $61,166.44

First a quick look back at 2022...



The Acton |Belle Property Mandurah - C & R
OVIS Charity Golf Day

 Sponsors & Donors

You have made a real difference to our survivors!



 

“16 Days in WA” to Stop Violence Against Women, is a campaign which runs from 25
November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women) until 10
December 2022 (International Human Rights Day). In its sixth year, “16 Days in WA”
hoped to drive a change in behaviour, attitudes and culture that leads to violence
against women and their children and also to raise awareness, while increasing
positive actions and highlighting organisations, agencies, communities and individuals
working to end violence against women.

Family and domestic violence does not discriminate. It impacts many people in the
community – women, men and children of all ages and backgrounds.

Official Opening of 16 Days in WA
 

Red Shoe Exhibition

This year, WA Museum Boola Bardip hosted Red Shoes Australia's first-ever installation
as part of WA's annual 16 Days in WA: Stop Violence Against Women campaign.  With
one woman losing their life to gender-based violence in Australia every week, the aim of
the Red Shoes installation is to provide a visual representation of the lives lost and a
reminder of the continued need for reform around this critical issue. 

https://www.facebook.com/wamuseum?__cft__[0]=AZV--KDS8ISw2vaRoVtLYy9_nS9XiIlyx-xmyqonNsM8bWNF3xDV5gjEPqzfxaup4HsBvLaZenuHvE-O-b2yLWgDZHJVdse2eqkmruU3r3auIQid42B12P2f_Ajc-44s76Vxe0vntewjbdGa4v_nsnZP&__tn__=-]K-R


Peel Silent March

The Peel Silent March, held on the 2nd
of December 2022, was a very moving
way to honour all those who have lost
their lives to family and domestic
violence, to call for prevention,
protection and support for those who
survive; and to raise awareness of 16
Days in WA.

The event was organised by Allambee
Counselling, OVIS Community Services
and Peel Says No to Violence and
commenced with guest speakers at
Mewburn Gardens followed by a
dignified silent procession to the
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre
where the event was concluded with
morning tea provided by Soroptimist
International Mandurah.



 

OVIS officially opened the Pinjarra Women's Centre on the 24 October, 2022 and we would
like to thank everyone who attended the event.  Seeing each of you there and having so
much support made the event successful and memorable.  Pinjarra Women’s Centre provides
place based service for women and children in the Pinjarra and surrounding areas. As well as
an FDV advocate on site, the Centre offers a place for specialist community services to co-
locate and provide wrap around support and assistance to women and children with matters
including but not limited to FDV, legal, financial, mental health and AOD. The Centre also
runs groups and workshops, offers a community pantry, community library and free access
to a computer.  Daily drop-ins from 9 am - 12 pm.

Pinjarra Women's Centre
Official Opening

Pinjarra Women's Centre 
Open Day

OVIS hosted an Open Day of our Pinjarra Women's
Centre for the Pinjarra and wider Peel community to come
and have a look around and chat to relevant services, on
the 6 December as part of the '16 Days in WA'.  

The Open Day had great giveaways, competitions and gift
bags and we would like to thank the following people and
services who attended the event: Robyn Clarke MLA,
Bendigo Bank Pinjarra, Waroona Community Resource
Centre, GP Down South, Peel Community Legal Service,
Money Mentors,  Neami National, The Murray Library and
the Lions Club of Pinjarra who provided lunch a tasty
lunch to all.



 

Waroona High Tea

On the 28 November 2022 the Waroona
Community Resource Centre hosted a wonderful
high tea to raise awareness in their community of
'The 16 days in WA' campaign. 

Thank you to Waroona Community Resource
Centre and to all of the services that attended this
day.

GOOD NEWS STORIES

Worthy Australia

We have a wonderful success story to share with a family exiting one of our refuges into
long term, stable accommodation after an extended period at the refuge and with many
attempts to gain accommodation. The house was fully furnished by Worthy Australia, setting
the family up completely. The family have now settled into their new area, feeling safe and
supported in the community.  Thank you so much Worthy Australia for this amazing, life
changing gift to this family, we are very grateful!

Worthy Australia is a Perth based, not for profit organisation that provides support to
women and children who are experiencing homelessness due to domestic violence.  The
volunteers at Worthy Australia turn empty houses into beautiful fully furnished homes for
families leaving domestic violence refuges.



GOOD NEWS STORIES

On 10th December 2022, Acton|Belle Mandurah Property auctioned the Emma Blyth
painting 'Where the Outback meets the Sea'.  The painting sold for an incredible $2,000.00
all of which was donated to OVIS!   We are so grateful for everything that you have done
to help support OVIS support the Peel Community!

Acton|Belle Mandurah Property Charity Auction

Mandurah Filipino-Australian Multicultural Community
Incorporated (MFAMCI)

The Mandurah Filipino-Australian Multicultural Community Incorporated (MFAMCI) invited
OVIS to their Christmas celebration at the Mandurah Senior's Centre on the 17 December,
2022.  It was a wonderfully organised and well-run event and we were honoured to receive
a $250 donation towards our Christmas Appeal for the families in our refuges.  An incredibly
generous and humbling donation - thank you!



GOOD NEWS STORIES
Christmas Donations
We were completely humbled by the support we received to our Christmas Appeal.  We
thank everyone who donated.  Your contribution made the festive period so special for
the women and children that we support.

Mandurah Catholic College

The Leaders of St Joseph’s faction at Mandurah Catholic College led by Mr Richard Lacey
created, facilitated and ran a fantastic cupcake sale where they raised a huge $1,207.00 for
OVIS.  Well done St Joseph’s and thank you, what an amazing effort!  

The Goals for Girls class at Coodanup College gave OVIS staff a wonderful, informative
presentation led by Ms Laura Gray McQueen, on their amazing creations of handmade
care packages for the ladies in the Warlang Bidi & Pat Thomas Refuges.  Well done to
this class and thank you, what an amazing effort!  

Coodanup College



Y o u r  d o n a t i o n  t o  o u r  F o o d  P a n t r y  A p p e a l  w i l l
g r e a t l y  h e l p  t h e  l o c a l  P e e l  c o m m u n i t y !

Community Pantry Appeal 

O V I S  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  i s  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o v i d e r  o f  f a m i l y  a n d  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  P e e l  r e g i o n .  O u r  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e  P a t  T h o m a s  R e f u g e ,  W a r l a n g
B i d i  T h e r a p e u t i c  R e f u g e ,  P i n j a r r a  W o m e n ’ s  C e n t r e ,  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  ( D V

s u p p o r t ,  b r i e f  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t ) ,  C o m m u n i t y  O u t r e a c h  S e r v i c e s
( D V  s u p p o r t ,  b r i e f  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t  t o  t h e  w i d e r  r e g i o n a l  P e e l

a r e a ) ,  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  a n d  T r a n s i t i o n a l  H o u s i n g .  S a d l y  e a c h  y e a r ,  O V I S
s u p p o r t s  o v e r  1 0 0 0  w o m e n  i n  t h e  P e e l  r e g i o n .  E v e r y  d a y  o u r  s t a f f  w o r k  t i r e l e s s l y

t o  c r e a t e  a  f u t u r e  f o r  a l l  p e o p l e  w h i c h  i s  f r e e  f r o m  v i o l e n c e  a n d  a b u s e .

S c h o o l  l u n c h  s n a c k s  &  s p r e a d s
L o n g  l i f e  m i l k ,  b r e a k f a s t  f o o d s
P a s t a / R i c e ,  t i n n e d  f o o d  &  q u i c k  m e a l s
T o i l e t r i e s
W o m e n ' s  s a n i t a r y  p r o d u c t s
B a b i e s  N a p p i e s  

W e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  d o n a t i o n s  o f :

 O r  t o  d o n a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  u s ,  p l e a s e  s e e  b e l o w

T o  d o n a t e  u s i n g  P a y P a l  s i m p l y  s c a n  t h e  c o d e  w i t h  y o u r  
c a m e r a ,  c l i c k  o n  t h e  l i n k  &  e n t e r  t h e  a m o u n t  y o u  w i s h  t o  p a y .  

o r  i f  y o u  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t o  d i r e c t l y  d e p o s i t  a  d o n a t i o n :
O V I S  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s
B S B :  6 3 3  0 0 0
A C C O U N T :  1 5 0  7 8 3  0 4 1

Your donation means that we can help members of the Peel region who are going through
some of the hardest times of their lives. With a monetary donation we can provide shelter
to survivors and their children who are escaping violence, we can provide gifts to kids who
may otherwise not receive any and we can provide hampers to people who are struggling

to afford even basic meals.

Your donations are enormously appreciated 
because they really do give hope where it is needed most.



In partnership with the City of Mandurah, OVIS
is proud to present training for community

organisations and businesses within the City of
Mandurah. 

 
This training will provide knowledge on Family

and Domestic Violence (FDV) and support
organisations to recognise the warning signs,

respond appropriately, and safely refer victim-
survivors who are impacted by FDV. 

 
This training will support the Mandurah

community to prevent the future impacts of
family and domestic violence on people of all

genders, ages, cultures and communities. 
 

Flexible training options are available. 
 

To register your interest and 
book a training session, please 

call 9520 8627 or 
email education@ovis.org.au

Family and Domestic Violence 
Community Response 

Training

Upcoming Training...



In partnership with the Real Estate Institute of
Western Australia (REIWA), OVIS is proud to
present a first of its kind training. 

This training will provide essential knowledge
to Licensed Agents, Property Managers and
other interested parties on recognizing the
warning signs, responding appropriately, and
safely referring victim-survivors of family and
domestic violence to relevant services.
 
You will gain a better understanding of how to 
apply legislation to ensure tenants are safe and
provided with the best care and response,
while reducing the impacts of homelessness
and housing on vulnerable families.  

 
To book into our first training visit the 

REIWA members training page. 
 

Thursday 2 March 2023 
8.30 am - 12.30 pm

Family and Domestic
Violence Community

Response Training for Real
Estate - 4 CPD Points



Empowering Women's Breakfast
29 March 2023

 

Upcoming ...



Empower Happy Hour
Wednesday 15 February 2023
5 - 7 pm @ WOTSO Mandurah

Upcoming ...

This event is open to all and aimed at connecting small business women, professional
women, retired women, anyone looking to make a difference.

Attendees will have the opportunity to engage with other positive, energetic people in an
informal setting. Our speaker for this event, Karen Boyce, is a specialist in project
development, business strategy and risk management. She will be sharing her career
progression over 25 years in the mining and energy environment. Nibbles and a glass of
complimentary bubbles provided.

Empower Happy Hour is sponsored by Iconic Wealth with 100% of the event proceeds
going to OVIS Community Services/Pat Thomas Refuge and tickets are available at here.

Soroptimist International
Mother's Day Champagne 

Afternoon Tea
Saturday 13 May 2023

 1 - 3.30 pm @ The Sebel Mandurah

More detail about this great event will be on our social media channels, as they are
released.  Make sure you are following @soroptimistinternationalofmandurah &

@oviscommunityservices to avoid disappointment as these events sell out quickly.
 

All proceeds from this event will be donated to OVIS Community Services.

Celebrate mum this Mother's Day with a special Champagne
Afternoon Tea at The Sebel on Saturday 13 May.

 

We look forward to celebrating Mother's Day with you and
your family.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/empower-happy-hour-tickets-494643109857
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SIMandurah
https://www.facebook.com/OVISCommunityServices


Dress:

Venue:
Time:
Date:

Tickets:

Friday 3 March 2023

11.30am to 2.30pm

The Mandurah Offshore Fishing and Sailing Club
115 Breakwater Drive, Mandurah

Smart Casual (Purple, Green or White)
The ticket price of $65 includes a two-course sit down lunch
Tickets available at http://si-mandurah.tidyhq.com or
email Wendy at wwiley@live.com.au no later than Monday 27 February 2023

https://siseap.org/club-finder/199-mandurah
http://si-mandurah.tidyhq.com/
mailto:wwiley@live.com.au
http://live.com.au/


By saving your money in a Beyond Bank Community Reward
Account linked to OVIS Community Services you will help us
raise funds for the  women and children in our refuges in an
annual donation. The more you save, the more money that
Beyond Bank gives, at no cost to you. Open a Community
Reward Account at the West Leederville branch, or visit this link
- Beyond Bank Community Rewards Savings account.

Beyond Bank is 100% customer-owned bank. They believe that
communities are stronger when everyone works together.
We’ve partnered with them in their Community Reward
program, which supports local causes with a share of over
$600,000 each year. Some organisations receive more than
$20,000 annually, thanks to their supporters participating in the
program. We need your help! The more supporters who open a
savings account at Beyond Bank and link it to us, the more
money we receive from Beyond Bank.

If you are not sure call the team at Beyond Bank on 13 25 85 or
watch this video - Beyond Bank Community Rewards YouTube
 

https://www.beyondbank.com.au/personal-banking/accounts/savings-accounts/community-rewards-savings-account.html
https://www.beyondbank.com.au/personal-banking/accounts/savings-accounts/community-rewards-savings-account.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB3jmxpO0jQ


 
 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram or at www.ovis.org.au
 

To unsubscribe from this newsletter please email info@ovis.org.au
OVIS Community Services · PO BOX 751 · MANDURAH, WA 6210 · Australia

OVIS Community Services acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people as the Traditional Custodians of this country and its waters. We wish to

pay our respect to Elders past and present.
 

If your life is in danger call 000
Police - 131 444 (non-emergencies)

Crisis Care - 1800 199 008
Lifeline - 13 11 14

Click here for our
 referral form

OVIS Referral Form .docx 
 

BUNURU - FEBRUARY & MARCH
One of the six Aboriginal seasons, the

hottest part of the year, also known as the
Season of Adolescence

https://www.facebook.com/OVISCommunityServices
https://www.instagram.com/ovis_community/
https://ovis.org.au/
https://pthinc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/jennifer_ireland_ovis_org_au/EdQGJjKuG0ZCrNx64Mr3-F0BNIoRvC7V1lXB6BRS4g1osQ?e=F7tKvY
https://pthinc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/jennifer_ireland_ovis_org_au/EdQGJjKuG0ZCrNx64Mr3-F0BNIoRvC7V1lXB6BRS4g1osQ?e=F7tKvY

